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MY EXPERIENCES {/ITH WONDER STORIES

by Donald &. Vollheim.

(reprintcd from "The Bulletin Of the Terrestrial Fantascience Guild"
upril, 1935)

It was around July of 1933 that I first becgun to write scienoce
e vion. I wrote o couple of short stories that werc-soon rejaetedsis
most eématcur first tritls cre. Then, on .ugust 19th,(1933) I submit-
ted « very short story, entitled "The Man From ariel" to YONDER STOR-
IES. 4 month went by. 0. September 23rd, there came from Charles D.
dornig, menaging e¢ditor of WOiDER STORIES, d lotter, stating that "The
M.n From w.riel" had becn accepted for publication., .nyone who hes ever
Leipd-to wrike , -seun;imogine -my- elntieone. it &8st my. Firstinececeptance}
To thce young writer like myself, that comecs &s one of the supremec mo-
mends.in his life, I -filks one wWith satisfaetion -and scif-confidonces
u feelint, of godd will pervaded my being,

On the first of December, 1933, I received an advanoce copy of
VIONDER STORIES for January, 1934, containing my story. And now, I
thought to myself, I shall have the pleasure of being paid for my work.
Trze. the amount owed to me was insignificant, being only ten dollars,
at their rate of 3¢ per word, But still, in these depression days,
ten dollars is ten dollars. Especially so for myself. I was not em-

ployed at the time. : : ]
I waited a few weeks for a check to arrive in the mail, but none

did, I decided then, that payment would come only after the date of
publication had arrived, namely Januery, 1934. But yet that day passed
and still no check had arrived., I wrote Mr. liornig requesting payment,
He answered:-"I do not know whether the checlks for the January issue
have been sent out and will hand your letter over to the accounting
department for attention., 1I7ay I suggest that you address all further
communications of this kind to this department, where such matters are
settled"., That was on January 9th. After that, I waited but still
nvthing came, I wro%e a couple of more letters, one to the accounting
department and another to Gernsback, himself, but those were not ans-
wered,

Then ;-'on -Junuary. 24th, another story of mine was rejected. The
letter ancompanying it seemed to e to be so quibbling in its excuses
for rejection, that I wrote to Mr. HHurnig about it. 1My iast paragranh
reads as follows:-"---If i.owever, the real reason for returning my ms 1is
that you would be ushamed to accept what you feel you cannot pay for,
then don't let that worry you. I don't need the money. It is only
that you ari supposed to be « pyain. magazine. If you feel that it is
the sole objection, then I «ri willing to let you have it, or any other
thing I may write, gratis. But please sag so,and don't quibble,"

This evidently got on the managing editor's goat, for the next day
he sent me & three page letter, explaining that they did not quibole,
how the editor has had years of experience (ue was 17 then) and how my
objections to his quibbling were «li 11 staken. But in reply to my last
paragraph he wroté:-".,e feel that your last paragraph is unmerited. ‘e
certainly are not ashamed to accept a story because we cannot pay for
it, 'h&at kind of a magazine do you think this is? llg have had several
unfortu.ute errors in our records which have made authors wait for pay-
ment for a short while, but otherwise have h«d no trouble. How long do
you think a magazine would exist with such a pflicy?---Your remark was
made in total ignorance of the situation and was made with no consider-
ation," In answer to thils, I sent a letter apologizing for my mis-
Judgment and expressing hope that the errors would be cleared up and I
iould receive the check that was rightfully mine. But, I received no-
thing,
gOn Mireh 10th, 1934, T received a letter from ilenry Hasse. goncern-

~

—_—
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¥ng some megazines h : or sale. My, Husse, 1 ray » was the oo-
ayutbhor of a short story oalled "T.« End Of Tyme", i.. VONDER'S Nuvenber,
1933 issue, But in this letter, he diverged from hils topic to say:-
"T.e real reason for this letter is something else. ZEver since your
story wopecred in the Junuary issue of VONDER, I ucve been wanting to
ask: "VWlere you paeid for it, and if so at what rates? Tie reason I
would like to kbew is this: tuc story by A, Fedor and me in the Noveme
ber number hasn't been, end from all appearfnces wont, be Baid Fersetts
lie have written a polite inquiry and received the answer that Gernsback
has turned the matter over to uls advisory board, or some such answer,
You may even be a friend of Hugo's; I Gon't know, but if the state of
affairs is sueh that he oan't or wout pay for stories, something dras-
tioc should be done,

I unsmered this remgrkable letter by saying that I hed not been
peid, and telling him wh@t I w.d done so fear,

I came t0 the conclusion that the less said about pay the better,
It was -~ hitter pill to swallow, but as I :..ed other sdories written
that I felt were good, I aid not care to spoll my market by insisting
further for pay, I felt that if by keeping quiet, they would think
that I had forgobten, then perhaps some of my other stories would be
printed and I »igit gain the right to oconsider a well-known author, As
for payment, I was willing to let it slip in order to build my neme up.
Tor suaving a "name" 1s an esaentlal to.authors, Nevertheless, a bltwer-
ness rankled in my heart for what had been done to me. I .iad been giv-
on anfalr treatment from the start, and that hurt as nothing has ever
hvrt me berore, J

Tieu, finally, on Scptember 4th, 1934, I recelved what I ..ave re-
garded as ol my best achlevemants returned from VONDER STORIES wit.a &
form letter of rejection to which a P.S, .i:ad been added. They liked
the story, but found some fault with the ocomposition, "However," tiuy
sald, "we.are prepared to offer you ten dollars for the plot upon pube
lication, which we would sabmit %0 omne of our more experienoed authors
for developement, We have & oopy of the plot in our files", This was
the last straw, NoOt only did bhey not pay me thé ten dollars that wls
coming to me, but they had the aud city to offer me another ten dellars
ig order to take my plot, let another author get full oredit for the
b§ory and I wouldibe sugposed‘to_receive ten dollars, which in view of
my previous experlence it was reas s T » : ;
ChE o o nadpa lawyer sen% th%m,gn%%%%egpr%%ﬁgg%i£g”%%%dfg!ﬁ§ﬁ &3 the
vict in their flles, refusing the offer and stating:«"I uuderstand that
My, Wollueim was not reimbursed for his story "Man Of Ariel™, which you
haye published, and I therefore make demand. for payment.," 1lMr. Hornig
ahswered by stating that they always kept a copy of all plots submitied
to them for their own proteotion, and also saying:-"Ooncerning our ne-
gle¥t to pay Mr, Wollheim $8,50 for his short-short-stcry, I am sure
it is an oversight of our aacounting department. I am handing your
letter over-to our ocomptroller for immediate attention." e ocorrecfed
¢lc understatement of drice promptly. This was on September, 13th,1934,
; I determined to do something then., I made up my mind to colleoct
ten dollars or know the reason why not, I wrote Henry Hasse again, a
letter intended to provoke an answer by begging him to tell me if this
kind. of rotten deal was for me only or if there were still.others in
the same boalt, He answered:-"Fedor and I haven't been paid for either
of the two stories. After the first Tyme story was acoepted and printe-
ed, I wroete him two letters., No answer to elther. ~-= but since he did
print it, he's going to pay for it, I shall collect from him, sometine
in the near or far future,---(Hasse then says he is now handling all hls
stories through the Solar Sales Service, compesed of Julius SShwartz
and Mortimer Vielsinger, Heé had a new one that he asked Weisinger not
to show Gernsbaok, byt apparently. this advice was not heeded, fcr

shortly Hasse recejved the follow: ote from - 1= gagk
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hds advised me VO inlorm you that v.e wou.d appreciate it 1t you would
send your future contributions to VONDER STORIES directly to our of-
flce, rather than through literary agents. Ve prefer direct contact
with Our authors," Henry Hasse also authorized Solar Sales Service to
collest from Gernsback the money that was due him. This last letter

was dated October 5th, 1934, Vi ¢ g
I determined then mnd there to start in quizzing other authors &-

bout -ihether they had been paid or not. I would then try to pool our
claims and hire a l&wyer to collect, I had 1ittle faith in Solar, since
they are not barristers and could do naught but bluff., I therefore sent
out letters to as many of VONDER STORIES' new writers as I could find
addresses for. My results were interesting. I have ¢ontinued to do

itls steadily since then, And here I shall deviate from my chronologi-

csal course to tell of the experiences of each writer as I heard. from
them.

The first I hedrd from was agesin Henxy Hasse, He agreed to the
pooling, of claims, and stated his fears eoncerning Solar's ability to
ocollects, Next, was W, Varick Ne ins, author of two or three very
short stories., He wrote on Octo er 1llth:-"As it stands, I have re-
oeived nothing so far., I wrote concerning it to Mr, Hornig and re-
ceived an answer from him two days 8go in which he said it was an over-
sight and payment would be made sometime this week. I am now waiting
for it." I answered his letter by relating my own experiences =nd

those of Hasse, su%gesting that he pool his claim, On Octoger 15t3
he replied:-"I1 wou like to wait & week more to make sure that I dd

not belong to the VIONDER STORIBS' Inner Circle,---Seriously I am very
glad that you have rounded this thing up, because something should be
done about it, There is no reason why we should not get our small a-
mount for our labors, It is the principle of the thing." In answer

to this letter, I wrote back, Mr. Nevins wrote on November 21st:="0f
course, I have received nothing yet and do not expeet to until we go
after them, I would like to hear about "The Em otion Meter", as I know
definitely it is in the January issue." In a letter Mr. Nevina re-
celved from Mr. Hornig, dated October 3rd, ilornig writes:-"I have hand-
ed your letter over to our accounting department for immediate attent-
lon, I am sure that the delay in payment is some oversight."

The next to be heard from was Kenneth Sterling., He was the first
to state that he had been pald, But in letters to me, he says:-"I hud
"o gall up the office several times before they sent me my cheek-I came
near declding om pooling claims myself, but as I finally was paid{afwer
spendiu- on telephone calls to the WS Office, an amount equal to that
L was peid for my story) I decided to let the matter dro%p"

Next to answer was Chester D. C uthbert, author of ®*The Sublime
Vigil® anc "The Last Shrine". He wrote:-"I was promised a check for
"The Sublime Vigil" which was to readh me shortly after the first of
July., I did not receive -this check, but since the other story wéas pube-
lished in the July issue, I assumed that payment for both would reash
me shortly, No check has been sent me,” I have some of his oorrese-
pondence with VOLDER STORIES., On the 20th of April, he wrote requests+
ing payment, Hornig answered:-"I. am sorry that fa¥ment hus been de=
layed you for your story and have referred your letter to the docount-
ing department, putting in a word for early attention. I per onally
have no connection with the payment of stories, I work here under a
salary tue same as the secretaries and office boys., Therefore, I would

%gpreoi“tet;t LE: Jrou would.ma¥§ &%ﬁtrequgstg fgrnpa zggt géégsfl goff
e ace i artmen E SEEe, n June S
the aocggﬁtiﬁg QSBar %en ,%%ote:~With réference tO your 'request o% ?uné

15th, I shall send you a check for your first story shortly after the
first of the month,"” On October 30th. Mr. Cuthbert sent a registered
letter saying:-"This letter will cons+itute a formal demand for payment
ir full of the balanczs due rie for 1y shories; in default of payment 1in
full o7 cx bsfore Fovauber, 2ith. .55+, I shall instucd my attorneys to
veke attion fop metovery, € BhAll 3es tha* this-action-¥s riade pub-
+le", He recelved no amswer, he two claims of Jhesiter D. Cuthhert
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Were therefore pooled wWith mine. 1 may say here that had Mr, Cuthberd
desired, he oould have oollected alene without difficulty because of
his posi ‘eh in business. But he chose to help out the other authors
who were handicapped. For which we owe him & vote of themks,

Next to be heard from was Stanley G, Weinbaym, But he d4id4 not
divulge his experiences. He merely stated that as his work was handled
throuhg en agercy, he could scarcely be a party to our action. "He ew=
vaded angwering directly, whether or not he had received 8nVv p&yment
for his stories by merely ignoring that point. However, he did write:-
"I ag. quite in sympathy with your interesting oase and your intentions
and believe you're entirely justified im the course you indicate.®

. On November 7th, I reoeived an answer from Artiur K, Barnes, "liot
only have I nrt¥er received anything for "The Mole Men of Mer®ury", but
W.S., owes me for "Guardians Of the Vold" printed in the Quarterly of
Fell, 1932 and for"Challenge of the Comet" printed in February, 1932.
Previous to that I received one or two checks from them a week or two
after publication,--To sue or not %o sue---if I play along with Gerns-
back, he has pramised generous treatment, if and when the magazine

begins to make money again, So for, I have let the matter sli%e Yo ik
I wrote ©iim urging that for the benefit of the others, he ough fo t8ke

action and join us, He amswered cn November 17th by dvciding to joim
up with us. He was afraid, as I was, that the two older stories pub-
lishec¢ w.der Steller might brove hopeless to collect on, But,; I vol-
unteered to try amyway. In a letter of December 8th, Barmes wrote:-

"I spoke to the Secretary of the local chapter of the American Fintlon
Guild last night.about the mnrtter and he's entlrely in sympathy with
it--~he even offerred to help,.if necessary, though I refused the offer,
feeling that you have things pretty well under ocontrol. So if any of
she claimants have been worried about the ethics of the situetion, they
can rest assured that we have & moral right, as well as a legal right
on our side,™ I also have some of his correspondence with ONDEK STO=-
RIES, On August 18th, 1932, David Lasser wpote:-"I have turned your

1 etter over to the accounting department, from whom you should have an
early word,.,”

On November l4th, I heard from Russegl Blaiklocky who wrote "Today's
Yesterday" under the pseudonym, Rice Ray, ile had not been pald either,
"In June, a friend of mine called as my representative on Mr. Scheff
of WONDER STORIES, who informed him that there would be no reason why
early payment would hot be made and that a check would be malled to me
on the next- payment date, That date has evidently not yet arrived---

I propese-to start a caﬁpaign of adverse publicity against WONDER STO-
RIES and other magazines of theilr ilk, through the medium of the wri-
ters' trade journals and also through am adult educational journal
with which I am connected.," Later, he wrote that he did not desire to
join in the sult as his oclaim was too small, but lie added:~"I am more
interested in seeing th.t others do not fall into this trap. It might
interest jou to know I have filed a comnlaint with the New York Postal
Inspeoctor, Charging the use of the mails to defraud. If it successful

they will be foreed to susEend publication,"” 5
I have heard from an English author who had a story published a

year ago, He does not desire the use of his name, but states:-Up to
the time of writing, I have received no payment at all, I might say
that I have written several timew in an effort to get the matter set-
tled and although “I have received a reply or two saying it would have
attention, nothing has yet been ‘done."” But he did not oare to join the
suit, since he had given up hope of ever being paid and did not wish to

antagonize the editor, since he had many elitor friénds.,
Frencesoo Bivona wrote he had some trouble getting pald for "The

Final stplizegle", but settled by going down to WONDER STORIES' Uifice,

where he collected promptly. DBut. 1 .ave saved the best(or perhaps the
worst) for the lart, I wrote CiLi’ton Bryan Kruse, asking as to whether
he had been paid for "T.e Heoat Doutrovers”" in the December, 1933 V/OUDER.
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he answered 1n part &s follows:-"1 have been wholly uiiaware of any yarn
of mine being published by Gernsback. So please, will you check agaln
and ..ulie sure---absolutely sure--- that the story you refei to was prin-
fted «s bei.., written by Clifton Bryan Kruse? I've never had any mater~
lal prigted under this complete name that I know of ,---Years ago(about
four tc be exect) I sent a fledglLing ferint tO WOLDER STORIAS. Itd
oalled it "The Battle Of Chang-Da". Months went by, Then, one day I
recelved my blg brown envelepe from Mr, Gernsback, but it was e pty. 48
I recall it now, I believe one end had been out or Torm. I conoluded,
naturelly, that my patiently typed manusceript had been lost in the meil,
And that whs that, Or so I fancied until today, I receive this start-
lipg query from Mr. Wollheimj Now, do you appreciate my gquandary? Is
this "Heat Destroyers" my "Buttle Of Ohamg-Da"? If so, what then had
been mailed-—-if anything--- in that enpty enevelope?--- '/ill you try
to seoure me & copy of the magazine in which it was?" I was astonlished
at this, I sent him a copy of his own story. He wrote:-"Yours is the

- honor of presenting a long lost script to its author, for which I sin-
cerely thunk you.,--- The story "The Heat Destroyers"™ is my own orphan,
right ewougiis There!s nothing altered except the title", He goes on
to say thuat he will write '/.S. about it to see what they say. 4t the
moment he is undetermined as to his fufure aoctions. He awaits regly
from VIONDER*S COffices. This 1s the last author I have heard from,

sow, what did I do about this case of eolleoting?

I finally seoured a lawyer, !.r Bernard B, P rice, who agreed to
take the job of colleoting the pooled claims of the four authors, Wi
Varick Nevins III, Chester D. Cuthbert, Arthur K, Barnes, and myself,

I am not including Henry Hasse here, although at first he was listed

%s one of us, Hasse's story to date is very interesting. In response
te my last letter, which was an angry one due to the fact that he aad
not answered previous ones, and due also to inform&tion I had heard,he
concludea in his letter that Sehwartz and Weisinger had finally sue-
ceeded in coming to terms with Gernsback, which was the reason he had
neglected to answer other letters of mine, He had only dedided to pool
his elaim with mine after Solar Sales Servioe appeared to be making abe-
solutely no progress, Bu% finally by the end of llovember, liéisinger
sent word that they had come-to terms with Gernsback, so that awWatiting
more infcrmation, Hasse dig :;wt answer me, On January 15th, 1935 he
wrote:~"I had no reason to .cep to myself the fact that I had collected
for the very reason that I:have not collested yet. If I had reoelved
any pu«yiieiut, 'you would have known it, I only know that Gernsback has
agreed to pay, and that payment will be forthooming soon, before this
month is out, anvvay, I cet,,m At the time of writing, 1t is more
than = n.xuth since %hen and I have heard nothing from Hasse, So I oan
only <ssums that he has not been paid. I have spoken to Julius Schwartz
and Mortimer Weisinger about this and both assured me that Hasse had
been positively mpeid in full. Weilsinger saying a month later that he
was being paid on the installment plan, Sohwartz a month before stating
he had been paid on the spot, i ' full. But Hasse would not write as he
did, if he had been paid, so tuere is certainly something wrong here,

I have heard all sorts of rumors gna remarks about Mr. Gernsback
and ‘/ONDER BTORIES, the main of which are either too unreliadle to _
print, or could not be proven easily, were they published, Charles D.
f1ornls,, wimself, said that Gernsback meant to pay eventuqlly, but that
the maguzine did not make enough money to afford it. He added that this
bu§iness &8 been’going on since 1932 to the best of his knowledge,
This was sald at 8 meeting of the New York Solence Fiction League, at
which others were present who can vouch for it, Philip Jacques Bartel,
whom I met, told me 'at that time he had not collected for "Twenty-Five
Centuries Late", but he later phoned that he had gone down to their éf-
Tice and arranged for payment,

Now as to the progress of tie suit itself. The first aot was to
have the other authors sign their claims o¥er to myself, This was neo-
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essary in aorder to facilitate collection. I am flattered to say that
none h.d any doubts as to my complete integrity &and honesty. Soon
therefure, I had in my possesslon papers making the sole owner of nine
stories:="The Mun From Ariel", "Cosmic Calamity"™, "Tuae Sense Twister®,
"T..e Fmotion Meter®, "™lie Sublime Vigil", "The Last Shrine', "The Mgle
Men Of Mercury", "Gukrdians Of the Void", and "Challenge Of the Comet",
Mr, Price, our attorney, thereupon drew up a ocompaint, whieh was duly
slgned and not®&rized, and served upon the officials of the Bontinental
and Steller Puyblishing Corpor&tions., This was done at the end of Jan-
Baee 025, . On February 7€h or 8tli, Gernsback! s attorney called up
Mr., Price about the settlement. What ensued was interesting, Mr.
Winston, Gernsbaokscounsel, at first offerred to settle for z of a
cent a word, This we ocould not even think of, He then raised his
price tu § cent per word, to be paid in installments. We oonsented to
think this wver,

inally, deciding it would be practically impossible to ocllect in
one lump sum, I accepted the offer that had been made, Un February 20th,
1935, lMr, Prioce received three cheoks, two of them dated ahead, to cov-
er the total claim at ¢ per word, I have already pald out each auth-
orts share ef the installment, Furthermore, oS¢ kave stipulat lon from
Gernsback enabling us to take judgment in oase he should default on any
of those eheckss Vithin a few days after the opening of negotiations,

V.. Yarick Neving received back from VOUDER STORIES ag outline of a n%w
story he had submitted to them with the follnWlmg note:-"I am sorry to

inform you that our comptroller has ordered me to return your emclosed
manuscripty, "Tie Educatlion Inoubator", without conslderation, Very
truly yours, Oiuarles D. Horiige" Tuls note can be oonsidered as an
outspoken statement of policy. The mention that the story was returked
by order of the comptmdller, indicates the strioct financial basis thelr
el -policy™. 1s run on, ;

‘ To what conclusions oan anyone @ome after going through all this?
I have found out of twel¥e authors of whom I enquired, nine had not
been paid at the time of answering, two had been paid after a little
trouble, and one evaded answer, Since then, four reoelved the firstin-
stallment of .their claims, cie gave up hope, one is undeoided, one ocel-
lected in persgon, one 4ld not see fit to take e@otion, and one is still
engaged in collecting, OFf the total list of WONDER STORIES' #uthors
since 1932, have been &ble %o contact a very few, There are at least
fifty or sixiy more whom I have nover been able to write to, or who
have never answered my letters, In &ddition to that, countlessc rumors,
Philip Jucques Bartel told me that he had received letters from two
other authors, independent of each other and cf myself, requesting him
te Join them in a sulb. Unfortuawtely, e would not give me thelr némes.
Jullus Schwartz and Conrad Ruppert have made all sorts of hints of
things they could tell but wont. The reason Fantasy never prints any-
siling of this stuff, is besause if they did, they would no longer have
access to WONDER STORIES. Iu olosing, let me remark that I do not see
any reason for thinking that my case will be the last of this ort.
SSemaiiil]l be Others df thls sort of bthing kKeeps ups.  And it ds exaots
ly this thing that has driven all the worthwhile authors from soilence
fliction and keeps them away. I do not see much chance for any sort of
real progress for scienge rgetion, while this manner of unpleasant oo-
currence and information are pazsible, It gives the field of science
fletion writing & bad neme, so bad perhaps that it may never recover
from the disgrace,

I oall for every true enthusiast to signify their feelings in this
matter by writing to those who have done these things,
TNMPORTANT NOT®ES:Y Lie Wonder Stories mentioned in the above artlcle 1is
NOT tIle" THRILLING VONDER STORIES uow owned by STANDARD Publications, who
ay ror stories promptly on acceptance, Editor,
SU%S¢RTBE NOU TO FANLTASY NV, twue Sclence Tiobicn weekly newspeper, and
get the 1atést neVis while 1t still is news, P.C,BOX 84, Elmont, N.Y.
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wuress: P.O. Box 84, Elncut, N.Y.
grtore Will By kora,

AuauuluTOu: Jimmy Taurasi, San Moos-
kowitz, Merio R&cic, Jr.
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EDITORILL by Will Sykura,

Witn this issue the entire

| staff of FalTiSY NEWS, your science
fiction weekly newspaper, wish you

all a happy, prosperous, fruitful,

science fiction new year!

Tinis semi=annual number marks
another milestone in science fic-
ltion histery., Our newspaper has
| now conpleted two @nd one half
,yeurs of unbroken weekly publica.
jticn, uside fron & few issues dur-
|ing the Full of 1940, FiNT.SY KIS
#ep sever been seriously 'late, But
Ipve“ 50, no issue has ever been

Sklpped and no issue has ever
gglled to contain at least one im--
jportant item of late news,

Ipr tlic continuous appearance
of FAIT.SY NEVUS e nave to think
only you, our loy@l readers. ith-
out your subscriptions this news-
paper could not continve for one
week. Some of our subscribers have
nurchased this newspéper ever singce
the first issue appeared. Some
others fell by the wayside, but
only for a time, only to renew when
least eXpedted. For FuilNT.LSY NEIS
holds subsecribers, a remarkable
achlevement for such a modest pub-
Jilciasbiton

In the future, as in the past,
we hope to serve you with the lat-
est news in science fi¢tion, the
field of endeavor we all love so
well., 48 in the years past, so
now, we welcome news f'rom science
fiction fan clubs and magazines as
well as from the professionals, and
will extend e¢ eh reporter's sub-
scription st the rate of 1l¢ per
column inch of published material,

Here's: 4e1941%: 1fay it De-an

‘has sold quite & number of yarns

.ferms, told him that "iZm2teurs"

ever grecater stf year than 19401

o 1 = pw— — — T T

FLTLSY NEYS

GUEST EDITORIAL by Jirmy Teurasi,
In exposing to the fan world
the fact that STIRRING SCIENCE &nd
COSMIC STORIES were not paying for
stories, FaNTASY NEWS did more than
publish scoop news, it obtained
payment for a well-known stf author|
The story is this: in aubthor who

¢nd vho may someday be a top-notch
wirter; hed a story. published in
one of the "non-paying" mugs. An
stf edltor of one our first class
N,Y. stf mags saw the item in FN
rnd this guthor! s yern in SS, He
called the author in question up on
the carpet, end in no uncertain

who dontted stories to'pro" mags
had-ne:pleace in hi sipEblications
T.e upshot of the mutter was that
the suthor in question wamt %0
Jupry hLlbert, dememded payment, got
it, «and now the irate editor of the
top rank mag fsels better, _

But the peywoff is’ this, In
spite of &ll the reporis ‘that all
tuthors appearing in STIRRING SCI-
ENCE h«d known what the arrange-
ment s wére. (no peyment) this peart-
icular suthor's agent had merely
informed him that he had "placet®
his yarn, having omitted to mention
the fact that no puyment should be
eXpectedy

As a result of this, other
authors may be paid. (See P.4
this issue of FINT.ASY NEVS)

In *he opinion of “his writer;
magazines of the type of STILERING
STYENCE wre & menace to science fie.
tion. They hurt 2ll the other mags
and-Tower the quality ofishi b i
running his literary agency, this
writer has gone out of his way to
see that elients got only the high-
edt rates., So far he has sold yarng
only to the 1l¢ per word murkets,but
how long cun these high price mar-
kets lest in the face of such mél=
festly unfairn oompetttlon. Mags
which do not pey for sicries have
& cost of production from $500 to

1000 lower than mags that pay from
¢ to l¢ per word. DPuyment of ¢
ver word on publicetion is bad e-
nough, but no payment ot &ll----

RUADERS:! For every 31 sub to FN you
| seaure we wi ll glve av 0ld AMAZINGY

———_—
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SECTEON Page ThTese

PRO MAG REVIEW uy Our Readsers.

PLANET STORIES, Fell 1940: ,

Tii "Revolt I.. the Ice Kin..dom"
R<y Cummines, closely following
his familiar formula, sends his
hero, no to an "&atom-'/orld" itlis
time, but to the little, oold,
wandering asteroid, Zura, where
after many vicissitude® he rescues
the beautiful young queen from the
revolting natives, and brings her
back to Eart.a with him, However,
it isn't waat ue wirtes, but how
ue writes 1t, thet makes a Cwwilii,s
story entertaining. Cum-in,s fans
will enjoy this.(DBTi:ompson)
F£MOUS FaNTASTIC MYSTERIES,Feb 4d:
: The long-awaited "Swout Of
|Life" Uy hustin Hell, sequel to
wPYe Bliia:Spot", is Teatured in
this issue, copping the fairish
{Fiulay cover, and with three inter-
ilor pix by the same artist. Tuis
{is o« fine, gripping novel of scien=-
tific mystery and inter-dimensional
itrayel, though to readers of "The
Bliuu S»ot" it may seem too muoh
like ¢ rehash of the original story
If you missed the first novel, this
must not be passed up; otherwise
you can take it Or lkave it,

Llso included: "Srir 03 Silent
Me:r." by Puiiin M. Fisuer (this is &
hair-raiser), « noem by Doc Loundes
based on Merrivt's "Paople 01 tnc
Pit", wn¢ an interesting article on
Lustin H&ll «ind Hower Eon Fliat,
FINTASTIC NOVELS, Jan 1941: "T:c

'Radio Beastn" by Relinn Milne Far-
iley, tais routh's feature novel,
continues the adventures of Milus
Cevotb o tue planet Veouus,. Tae
evil Prinee Yurli seizes the govern-
ment of the Veuus-Kir.aum Cupiu,
aid Ciwvol fings wimself in exile, &
hunted man, Durin: uails harrowing
adventvrss in search of his wife,

. the princess Lilla, he stumbles on
& lost race beneath the planet's
surfaoe, and with their aid and
that of t.ue gigantic, intelligent
"wnistling beea", everything of
course comes out all right in the
end, The story is swift-moving,
itold in simple but engaging style,
If you liked "The Radio Man'. you
will like this. &nother hignlight
of the issue is the famous Merrit
tale, nThe People Of the Pit", a
haunting fantasy with the touch of

1book-length novel, "4 Yank at Val-

PRO MaG REVIEW Cont'd: and not a
1ittle of the grotesque.

STARTLING STORIES, Jan 1941: Edmond
Hamilton contributes this month's

halla", originally accepted by
WEIRD TALES under the title of "The
Twilight O f the Gods", It is an
attempt to explain scientifically
the ancient Norse mythology, and
while as such it is not without de-
clded flaws, there is plenty of
thrilling action with a £oocd deal

of authentic Norse legena embodied
in it, It foxns an interesting

contrast with the Pratt-deCamp
UNKIIOWN novel of some months back,
"The Roaring Trumpet", On the
whole, we will take deCamp, but
this pressunt yarn is up to START-
LIIIG'S average. Besides & copple
of medioore shorts, an oWtstanding
Hall of Feme reprint is indluded:
Clark Ashton S mith's brilliant
"City O0f the Singing Flame", a beaut
tifully written, imaginatively in-
spiring science-fantasy which alone
,1s worth the price of the magazine.
(Paul H. Spencer)
ASTOUNDING S-F-, Jan -1941: "Sixth
Column"~This whole instalment used
to make the set-up for the active
part of the story, which will be
that of applied religious psychol-
0gy. The yarn is typical of one
present trend in stf, that of sto-
ries dealing with other than mech-
anical, physical, or chemilml sci-
ences and their future application,
nSixXih Colupn™ may  Wes011t - Shd e
one of the best stories of the year,

"The Day Ve GCelebrate"-Just a
mistake in holidays, but it mekes @
good ‘story.

""The )M echanical Mice"-inother
"zpisode" story and very good, thag
is, & story interesting as an epi-
sode,

"The Traitor"-The best story
of the issue, particularly if you
nave been following this series.
iMese stories should be developed
into recl series, Breains and
Treining win over Brute Force &nd
Stupidity.,

"Lost R ocket"-Good action
mystery,; accident type of spaee-
travel yarn,

o
Ca

]

tunists"- (P, 6,0, 1)

: £ 5 J \
Lmare mystery and wonder(next solumnl.
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*STIRRING SC
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PAYMENT POL
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NO -
LAY AL RER

‘;y [RY ALRERT ANNOUNCES ALBING PUBE
fz:w Y BT 0OES K0T MENTIUN RATES

| DIREOT JUOTES FROM MR ALBERT'S
LLMLTEPU TO FANTASY NEWSILY

i Jerry Albert, Editor of ALBING
PUBLICATIONS, in a letter to Fill-
mASY NE IS dated Des 24, statess
»t the present time, we are *¥k*x

| paying regular rotes "%o all", He
IulSO states: "The first two 1ssues
om STIRRING SCIENCE and the firxst
iissue of COSMIC STORIES wers ar-
nrdnged for well in advanoce, And
‘even on these first i#Bues, we paid
‘regular rates to the more estab-
,lnshed contrlbutors,

b 3 This is & definite about-faoce
in payment polioy, for MTe LALGETT,
in & letter dated Deo ¢, sald:

& our twe mw.gazines are unabie,for -
the present, to pay for stories,”

Mr. Albert!s letter of Dec 24
fellows in full:

"With reference to the ocome~
ments of Mr, Raymond 4, Palmer con-

cerning our publicetions, COSMIC
tnd STIRRING SCIENCE STORIES, we
wonder whether enyone else uwotloed
acw much they sounded like lurild
phreses from & somewhat second-rate
story: "a sirangler's noose square~
ly arcu..a the neok of all that is
goed for scienoe~fiction.,.2 suo--
cubus to prey u%on the books they
leve to read,,.the suthor is asked
%0 s8lit his own throat by donating
SLeNEESs oM
Eairty
ellous, and

tbusive, somewhct 1lib-
quite inacourcte,
Could it be that Mr, Palmer fears
competition of & good maguzine?

The faets, very simpl are
these, The Titst g%o 1ssugé of

STIRRING SCIENCE, and the first
issue of COSMIC STORIES, Weig OTw
renged for well in edvnaoce, Cer-
tain authors and artists were vol-

| new cover and title, as if it were

This they will have no cause to f
regret, 4nd even on these so de~ |
plorable (to Mr., Palmer) first
issues, we peoid regular rates to
the mere estublished contributors,
At the present time, we are
emulcting the virtuous Mr, Falmer
and paying regulur rates to a«ll,
He will not, therefore, Pe able %o
use us as an excuse for not paying

aeelic stories or art
Mr, Pufmer also grabbed &t

some 1naoouraoies in the criginal
news item ,triumphantly set 'em
up and kncwked *em dowm, Filrss,
we never offered or paid $15 for
any oover painting; we did pay the|
rather generous amount of $20 for
a plaln black and white line drawe-
ing for our cover. (We dare to be
original,) Second, Mr, VWollheim
is not under ocontract with us for
any specifioc number of issues; we
hope-and expect that this diStlngn
uished science fiotion expert w1ll|
be with us for 2 long time, iie !
dare sgy that within a very short
time he may even be earning as muolh
as Mr,., Palmer! Dare we s&y even |
more? (At that time we shell ex- |
pedt Mr. P almer to stand by his |
promise to pay Mr, Wollheim!'s in-
come tax,)

Finally, in our dull way, we
feel th&t our actions have been
faintly less reprehensible than a
wverteln other act recently commite~
ted--the re~issuance of back num-
bers of a certcin magazine under

& completely new m&gazine., Vhat

do you think, Mr, Palmer?"

- - T B vy

IMPORTANT NOTE: The news item head-
ed "Albing oOpikes Rumors" in our
contemporary, "Fantasy Fictiocn
Field", was in the form of a pere
sonal letter from Mr. Wollheim to
M Ungery -pubkisher of FFP,. ‘The ik
tems in FANTASY NEWUS oconcerning AL-

unterily helpful, (next agolumn) |

BING,are by M r. Vjollhelm®s boss,




FANTALSY MENS MAGh:INE SEQTION =~ Page Five
THE PROS WARALTE LETTERS TOO T4% PEOS WRITE LETTERS COHE'd:
(Being excerpts from letters I ofTer ay tg¢ory'of "Life Is
to Scott Foldman, Secretary-Trecs.. |Bic-tricityt for & subject of dis-
urer: of the Queens Science Fiction |CUSSiOm.” :
Lecguc) Sincerely
Ed. Bodin

"You fcllows are molding
thought end scicnce for the comlng
Jeers Tor-out: of diselssions 1like
yours there may crise an idee that
will revolutionize activity of tThe
Paittre, My whole course of :life
wes changed one night vhile in the
trenches of France during the Vorld
viar, I discussdd with & Captein of
enginccrs the subjeet-of life and
cleectrieity-thaet the humen sct-up,
conscious or sub-conscious is cap-
cble of producing vearious physiccl
phcnomenc @s attraction and repul-
sion, luminous t¢nd heating effects,
shock to other bodics, chemleccl de-
composition, which like electricity
were originally thought to be caused
iby & kind of fluid energy, but are
inow reg:rded as being due to straing
iin thc luminiferous cther or to the
iprcsence of electrons,

i Thus be&n my investigogions
1into so-cilled metaphysics in view
ito interpreting the strange pheno-
Imenc. I cxporicnced with dying sol-
ldiers «nd the extruordinay powers I
fobserved émong men wWho were cnorg-
‘ized cmotionally by the excitement
tof bettle., I say men so’cmotional-
iized that they wcere &¢ble to jump
barbwire fences high r then the
world's rccord for the high jump.

I sew ¢ soldeir lift & 200 pound
‘cnemy tnd toss him twenty feetaas
ithough he were @ bag of flour. In
isuch c¢i.se® they had boosted the so-
called mentel woltcge until they
were supermen with supcr power., 17T
proved to me thcet the humen brain
o8P 8 8CREBHE OLSRTTERA
cctriccl power con perform-sucil ©8
'lknocking ¢ man down by & mere touch
lcvitotion ten time one's wolghtg
ilight (which some scects call cure
‘or ghosts); rtdio pudantions which
isomc c¢:.11 telepathy; heut, which
lagcounts for notives in Now Guined
cmd Tibet able to werm niked bodics
in zero tempceraturcs; decomposition
which is utllized by thc Kahunes of
Heweii in destroying cn cnemy by
ci.suing deocny of his body through
mentol forece of concentrating .

r.
C.

5
(S

+

-lhe likes S hort Beach so well that

"Thonks for your kind invita-
tion to &ttend next Sunday's meet-
ing of thc Quecens Science Fiction
Lecgue, I regret however that I
shall nobt be tble to be with you,
«nd for & very good reuson, namely
there &re two covers which must be
out by Mond«y, one for SCILELCE
FICTION cnd &nother for COMET,

While you are comfortably secat
cd ot the Bohemian Hall, throwing
bouquets and brickbats «t thc poor
cuthors cnd artiste.:- I shaklshe
millions of miles away on en alilen
worldstrying to pacify ra«ther mean
tempered mechanical ostriches,

after accomplishing that, (no
ensy task, I assure you) Itll be
sciiching super-speed Space-liner
to the plemnet Neptune, where, under+
neathis miles thickidae sheel, I
sheldl be" £1ght ine Hioneinvas)
rifap-aeridl buatile: Lo wipe ont
bénd of big time interplanetory
fifsh columnists,

low you think thut ought to be
enough for <¢ny mén in & day's work
but if I hove cny time left, I'1k
be réscuing o stratosphere” liner
with its entire crew hopelcssly
Lrapped I VS Teaph s

So I'll leave it to your judg—
ment where I'd rather be, with &
lot of good pu«ls in Queens or #Where
I just told you?"

L

~

La

Y
Ce

terd

~
(€9

Cordially yours
Forenk RO BRGlS

"] greatly enjoyed attending
the last Queens gathering, and shell
be pleased to receive the cnnounce-
ments you mention,
There Is a distinct possibilit]

thet Otis A, Kline will be in New
York over the holidays. I wish he
could come down more frequently,but

<3

his ¥isits to the city have been
widc-spaced, I've known O0tis for a
number of years. He is, &s you suy|
pretty swell ché&p,"
Yours very cordially
F. B. Long.

«
<.

SeEhune sy

(next column)
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SCIENTIFILMS by Mario Racic, Jr.

One o1 the most unusual sets
ever constructed for a motion pic-
ture has been completed at UNIVER-
SLL for use in the studio's new
horror melodrama, "The lMysterious
EATRY

Elaborate e@nd complete, the
set represents a modern electrical
research laboratory in which Lioncl
jatwill, as a half-mad scientist,
subjects Lon Chaney, Jr. to exrer-
iments attempting to prove
that humen bein
by -electricity.

Replicas of such intricate e-
quipment as an electrostat table,
jhigh tension insulators, an atomic
bombarder, a control cabinet, and
an Oudin Coil, were constmucted
-n the s#udio's technical depart-
nment under the supervision of Eric
{Wybrow, noted electrical expert.
BEG Tuborotory sequences are calo-
tuiated o Le dramatic high spots of
{#The lysterious Dr. R" which"is be~
iing Tilmed under the direction of
{Richard Vaggner,
! "Hullabaloo", a METRO-~GOLD/YN-
‘MaYER picture directed by Edwin L,
i{Marin from a sereen play by Nat
‘Perrin was presented this week at
'the LOEW'S CRITERION in N.Y, This
new film is.based on the famous
.Orson VWelles broadcast of HiGs Well
"War Of the Worlds" that oreated a

o

a

national panic about two years ago. |

lAs a scientifilm the picture is a
‘dog,

: PRO MiG REVIEW Cont'd: The old plot
cgaln, Called mutant, nova, etcs
eight yecrs ago, but well writtens
A1l humcnity except chosen few
Posgesell-mem. vy of thelr pesti
Jorth rcazding,

"Doom Ship"-Just good story.
Solution «nd outcome &s obvious as
auy fotry Story, but still I 1iked
- (Lo Q. Timor)
STFIIM ADDENDUM by Russell Cox.

Last year(1940) UFA, the Ger~
man film company, produced a film
.titled, "Spaceship No. 18", which
is a fantastic interpretation of
T He T Putiure “of ourplanct, ¢ INgo 35

/)
Ce

~

Cu

dard of these films as mede there.

suggests it is up to the high stan-

lecolored covers, for = dime.

theory|of interesting fan stuff, some
g€s oen be controlled

;
l

| phylosophically the vital probioms
that these people faced,

i
i
? perTs. 8% #8376,

f
i

|

(Street, Haatings, Minnesota.

F.N MG REVIEW by Harry Warner, Jr.
Austra-Fantasy: vol. 1, no. 2. 30
small hectoed pp, neatly done and
in all one of the best Australian
fen mags so fary Price an utter
mystery; 25¢ will undoubtedly bring
you several issues, though., 183
Domain Road, South Yarra, SEl,
Melbourne, Australia,

The, Fantegite: _ © vol. 1, no. 1.
24 nicely hectoed pp, with hesavy
A lot

really beautiful illustrations, and
neat format make this best-of-the-
week, Recommended; from 224 W, 6th

Melbourne Bulletin: vol, 1, no. 1.
2 quarto pp of chatter and reviews
obtainable from same address &as
Austra-Fantasy. 7 copies for 25¢.
TiE CONIOISEUR by Russell Cox.,
"Tost Atlantis" by James
Bramwedl ds a 'regl finds =FE ks=tins
story of the geological legend of
old Atlantis and its probable make+
up. The book attempts to record

:

It coversd
faots that are old stuff to stu. 1
dents of Atlantis, but the treat-
ment and style make it well worth

reading. It is publishediby. Hers

The stories cf Roy Rockwood
known as "The Great lMarvel Series"
make fine gifts for tle younger
stfans., Tlile stories are rather
juvenile but «re interestingly
written., The Series consists of
the follwoing titles: "Througin
Space To M ars™, "5000 Miles Under+
ground®.,- "Lost 0On- the-MooRnNg* R &
Torn Away %World", "By kLir Express
To Venus", and "By -SPece SHipsto
Saturn®. x«ll of these books may
be obtained with illustrated jack-
ets shiowing & scene in the story
from your local Kresge's or '/ool-
worthts five and dime. Jack Dar-
row, the name of one of the boy
heroes of these books, has been
used as a pseudonym for many years
by famous Chicago fan Clifford
Kornoel je,

CisRLIE HORNIG, popular fan and

|
|

= e L SRR SUPSER —— g

4Ln- unknown streptococcus germ kille
d junior co-ed at Fordham Law Sclioo

editor of SCIENCE FIGTION, a BLUE
ARIBRBON Publication. is back in

L%1izabeth, 17,7, ,his o0l2 home town.,
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